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[No.04-2009] First Session, Fourth Legislature. 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

LEGISLATURE OF THE

NORTH WEST PROVINCE
MINUTES
THURSDAY, 18 JUNE 2009
10H00

1.
PRAYER/ MEDITATION
The Hon. Speaker presided and asked the House to observe a moment of silence for prayer or meditation.

2.
MINUTES OF THE 17th JUNE 2009
Minutes of the 17th June 2009 were tabled before the House for corrections and adoption and the House adopted them as a true reflection of the above mentioned sitting.
3.
MOTIONS:

a) Motions Without Notice

i).
Hon. Num on behalf of COPE forwarded a motion without notice wishing the former State President Thabo Mbeki a happy birthday.
ii).
Hon. P. Sebego on behalf of the ANC placed a motion without notice which applauded the Ngaka Modiri Molema District Municipality for resolving a long overdue water crisis in Itsoseng.
iii).
Hon. Baloyi raised a motion without notice on behalf of the ANC to inform the House about the shooting incident in Brits over the past weekend wherein four young boys were shot and injured by a farmer as he allegedly suspected that they had stolen oranges on his farm.

iv).
Hon. Pelele placed a motion without notice on behalf of the ANC to inform the House about the convincing win by the national team, Bafana Bafana over New Zealand.  He further wished them luck in their remaining games. 

v).
Hon. K. Moepeng raised a motion without notice on behalf of the ANC to inform the august House that crime cannot be tolerated in the new government. He further urged the Legislature to condemn the brutal killing of an innocent taxi driver, aged 38, at Makapanstad near Hammanskraal. He concluded his motion by requesting the designated authority to send a strong message to all criminals that crime is not welcomed and shall be dealt with unapologetically.
Hon. Speaker asked the House to adopt or object to the above raised motions.

Hon. Hattingh indicated that the second and the third motions without notice contain debatable aspects. He objected to them on that basis.

Hon. Baloyi converted the motion he raised to be a notice of motions. 

Hon. Sebego withdrew his motion.

All other motions without notice were adopted by the House 


b)  Notice of Motions.

i).
Hon. Hattingh, on behalf of the DA, placed a notice of motion for the House to register its serious concern about the exorbitant amounts of tax payers money used for the funerals of the councilors. He further mentioned that Rustenburg local authority contributed an amount of R 300,000.00 towards the funeral of Clr Moss Phakoe. Bojanala District Municipality contributed     R 170, 000.00 towards the same funeral. 

He concluded by mentioning that the Matlosana Executive Mayor had recently bought a vehicle (Jaguar) at R 820,000.00 while he is still in possession of another vehicle that costed R1million.


Hon. Kegakilwe, MEC for Local Government and Traditional Affairs, responded to the motion presented above by indicating that having received the motion yesterday his department communicated with all local municipalities and district municipalities in the province and asked them to indicate all costs incurred for funerals during the past financial year so that he can be able to provide the House with a researched response. 
Hon MEC also indicated that SALGA is in the process of developing a policy to deal with funerals for councilors.


Hon. MEC Tshwene said that Members should not turn the Legislature sitting into municipal council meetings. He further said all parties are represented in all those councils and the debate raised by Hon. Hattingh should be raised at council meetings, as it is the correct platform for such issues and not the Legislature.


Hon. Num expressed her understanding on the matter raised by Hon. Tshwene by saying that the affairs of the North West Province are led by provincial government and that is why there is a framework that integrates the coordination and work of all spheres of government under the Act.  She therefore said that nothing prevents the House to debate matters related to municipalities.


Hon. Speaker afforded Hon. Hattingh the opportunity to close the debate. Hon Hattingh congratulated the MEC Kegakilwe for being proactive on the matter raised and hoped that the MEC will ignore the comments of MEC Tshwene because they are misleading and report back to the House. He concluded by asking the House to support the motion and register its serious concern.



Hon. Speaker asked the House to adopt or object to the motion.

Hon. Hattingh demanded the division of the House and was supported by four other opposition members.

THE HOUSE ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES AND DIVISION BELLS RUNG (10:37)

The electronic voting proved to be too complicated to master and the Speaker directed to House to resort to voting by show of hand. 26 Members voted as follows:
05 Members voted in favour of the motion.

19 Members voted against the motion.

02 Members abstained from voting.  

Hon. Speaker indicated that by the voting outcome the motion falls off.  He also indicated that Members will need to be thoroughly trained on the use of the electronic voting system and that his office will facilitate that.

4.
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

None were made.
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Hon. Speaker tabled the following reports:

i).
General report of the Auditor-General, on Audit outcomes of the North West Local Government Municipalities for the financial year 2007/08.
The report stands referred to the Public Account Standing Committee.

6.
RESPONSE ON SOPA BY THE PREMEIR
Hon. Speaker afforded Hon. M. Modiselle the opportunity to respond to the debates raised by the Members on The State of the Province Address delivered on the12 June 2009.
Hon. Premier M. Modiselle responded to the debates.
(Copies of her response were distributed to the Members)
7.
CLOSURE
Hon Speaker adjourned the House at 11:30 until further notice.
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