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[No.13-2009] First Session, Fourth Legislature 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

LEGISLATURE OF THE

NORTH WEST PROVINCE

MINUTES
Tuesday, 15th September 2009
10:H00
1.
PRAYER/ MEDITATION.
The Hon. Speaker presided and asked the House to observe a moment of silence for prayer or meditation.

2.
MINUTES OF THE 25th AUGUST 2009.

The Hon. Speaker tabled the minutes of the previous sitting held on the             25th August 2009 for corrections and adoption by the Members of the House.
Hon. Hattingh moved that the adoption of minutes be deferred to the next sitting to allow the working committee to look at them.
The House concurred with the proposal by Hon. Hattingh 
3.
VACANCY – CHIEF WHIP OF THE LEGISLATURE

Hon. Speaker informed the House that his office received a letter from the African National Congress informing the legislature that the Chief Whip has been re-deployed and as a result there is a vacancy in that office. 

The Hon. Speaker then asked for nominations from the House to elect the new Chief Whip, 
Hon. Tshwene nominated the name of Hon. Dodo Baloyi and was seconded by Hon. Mokomele-Mothibi. Hon. Baloyi accepted the nomination and in the absence of other nominees the Hon. Speaker declared Hon. Baloyi as the Chief Whip of the Legislature
4.
MOTIONS.
a) Motions without notice

Hon. Rosho, on behalf of the ANC, placed a motion without notice to commend the South African Revenue Services on a job well done. She indicated that the Department of Economic Development, South African Police Services and South African Revenue Service recently seized 686 gambling machines from unlicensed operations in Klerksdorp, Potchefstroom, Orkney and Stilfontein.
The House adopted the above motion without notice.

Hon. Kheswa, on behalf of COPE, placed a motion without notice to observe the 85th Anniversary celebration of Isikhumbuzo festivities by the Amahlubi community of Khayakhulu, in the Moses Kotane Municipality. The Amahlubi community settled in the place currently called Khayakhulu, on the 20th September 1924 under the leadership of the erstwhile Nkosi Shadrack Fuba Zibi, the grandfather to the current reigning Nkosi, Professor Madoda Zibi of the Amahlubi in Khayakhulu. He mentioned that for the past 84 years the festivities of Isikhumbuzo have been observed, in celebrating the achievements of this community that hailed from the Eastern Cape and settled where they currently live.
The House adopted the above motion without notice.

Hon. Mothupi, on behalf of the ANC, placed a motion without notice to congratulate the National Rugby Team (Mabokoboko) for bringing back the trophy home and also for their spectacular performance during the tri-nation tournament. He further congratulated Mr Peter de Villiers who is the coach, because despite criticisms from people in the country who are not ready to change, he managed to bring the team together.

Hon Hattingh indicated that the above motion without notice contained debatable aspects, as a result of that Hon. Mothupi converted his motion to notice of a motion.

 Hon. Mokomele-Mothibi, on behalf of ANC, placed a motion without notice to notify the House about the Social Security official who was arrested for fraud. She mentioned that the South African Security Agency (SASSA) North West had commended the police for acting swiftly in arresting an official for alleged fraudulent activity at the Moses Kotane Local Offices last week. She further mentioned that the official was arrested on Monday after a social grant beneficiary at Phelane pay point in Mogwase laid a complaint that she was entitled to receive an amount of R11 680.00 and only received R5 670.00, when she went to the pay point to collect the balance she was told that she had taken all her money.
The House adopted the above motion. 
Hon. Num, on behalf of COPE, placed a motion without notice on the recent population development statistics released by the Stats SA, covering the period 2002 July to 2007 July, she indicated that as COPE they question the conclusion arrived at, that the statistics indicate a general satisfaction by the South African public, from most provinces on the public health care system. She said that, these statistics indicate that only 8.4% of black South Africans have access to medical aid compared to 68.5% coverage for white South Africans.

In conclusion she said that the statistics further indicate that there has been a marginal increase in the percentage of households that found themselves in informal dwellings, informal dwellings have increased from 13.1% in 2002 to 13.4% in 2008. She then urged the Department of Housing to seriously consider the conditions under which people are living in, as a matter of 

urgency.
The House adopted the above motions without notice.

b) Notice of motions.
(i) Hon.Kheswa, on behalf of COPE, placed and read the motion about the recalling of the Executive Mayor of the Ngaka Modiri Molema District Municipality, Mr Themba Gwabeni, by the African National Congress on the 19th August 2009.
The following Members participated in the debate:

Hon. Tshwene
Hon. Hattingh
Hon. Mfundisi
Hon. Mothupi
Hon. Kheswa concluded the debate and the Hon. Speaker asked the House if they adopt the motion or not.

After the Hon. Speaker could not get a clear indication from the Members, whether they adopt or reject the motion, he then divided the House and asked Members to vote by show of hands.

Six (6) Members voted in favour of the motion and sixteen (16) Members voted against the motion. The House rejected the motion.
(c)
Notice of motions for the next sitting.

· Hon. Num registered a notice of a motion to debate an intergovernmental relations framework that governs the spheres relationship in government and its usage as a tool for service delivery not to consolidate power by group in the ruling party.
· Hon. Motswenyane registered a notice of a motion on recent reports about non-service delivery in the Madibeng Municipality where cemeteries are not accessible by road to the communities.
· Hon. Kheswa registered a notice of a motion on conditions around the sale of flats in and around Mafikeng in 2008.

5.
INTERPELLATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

The question paper was tabled and the following questions were responded to:
       


Oral third time appearance {090818-O6} The MEC will table a report to clarify all the questions posed.
Oral second time appearance {090825-O8};{090825-O9};{090825-O12}

Written third time appearance
  {090818-W6},{090818-W10},
Written second time appearance {090825-W11},{090825-W12},{090825-W14}
 {090825-W15},{090825-W17},{090825-W18},{090825-W20},{090825-W21},

{090825-W23}, {090825-W24},{090825-W25},{090825-W13},{090825-W30},
{090825-W31}

Written first time appearance {090915-W32}
6
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS.

· Hon. Franzsen, on behalf of the DA, made a statement that the DA align itself with the statement of the President of the country, Mr Jacob Zuma, in condemning the action of a group of SANDF members that marched to the Union Buildings, in Pretoria, in a protest that should have been settled elsewhere. He further said that the DA supports the view that no member of any security force should be allowed to belong to a union, not to take part in any union activities and they totally condemned such action by some members of SANDF.
· Hon. Mfundisi, on behalf of the UCDP, made a statement decrying the handling of the burial of the remains of the late Johan Nel of Makhado or Louis Trichardt who was “incinerated’’ in a car crash in Brits last year. He further said that they congratulate the government on this humane exercise and the hope that Johan’s parents Frik and Sune Nel have found solace in the knowledge that their son has been accounted for and they will be at peace.  In concluding he indicated that despite a feeling that the first hundred days of the Premier in office were idle or hallow, they in the UCDP feel that having accounted for a body that was unaccounted for from August 2008, Premier Modiselle’s administration succeeded in that in only three months. 
Hon. MEC Kasienyane commented on the above statement.

· Hon. MEC Kegakilwe, on behalf of the ANC, made a statement that South Africa has a very painful history of the apartheid regime. However they bridged the racial divide and came together as one and committed to building a nation. Brandon Huntley was granted refugee status by the Canadian Refugee Board solely because of the distorted depiction of their beautiful land that he provided the board with.

MEC Kegakilwe mentioned that Huntley further mislead the international community by pronouncing that South Africa is engulfed by black and white racism and the government is unwilling to protect white people from the latter. He concluded by saying that this is deeply insulting the great majority of black South Africans who have chosen reconciliation over the excruciating pain of past experiences, an even greater insult to those white South Africans who value the opportunity to participate in building a non racial, non sexiest society as envisioned by our constitution.

· Hon. MEC Sefanyetso, on behalf of the ANC, made a statement on the shortage of engineers, she mentioned that currently South Africa is not producing enough engineers to meet national demand in this sector. Recently released statistics on scare skills quotas reveal that the country needs 1000 civil engineers with five years relevant experience. On the same breath she applauded North West University Mafikeng after being joined by Professor Gordon Sibiya who is the first black person to obtain a PhD in Nuclear engineering from the Stuttgart University in Germany, we hope that the will strengthen the quality of nuclear Science and many young people will be motivated to join this field.
· Hon. Baloyi, on behalf of the ANC, made a statement about the Premier’s 100 days in office. He mentioned that as the ANC they are confronted with the reality that as government they should govern. 
He then again mentioned that over years, they have summarized the strategic focus of the democratic revolution as; the creation of a non-racial society; the creation of non-sexist society; the entrenchment and defence of the democratic order, as reflected in the constitution; the restructuring, modernizing and development of our economy to create a prosperous society. Hon Baloyi further said that they do not take into cognisance the attempt by COPE and the DA after they tried to criticise the Premier of the North West with diligence after a chain of events that the office of the premier undertook. He concluded by saying that the opposition is being excited by going to the media which clearly portrays their mediocrity in dealing with issues, he proposed that there must be a series of workshops in trying to teach honourable Members on how to deal with issues vigorously

Hon. Num and Hon. Hattingh commented on the above statement  
7. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS.

(a) The Hon. Speaker made an announcement to remind Members who have not yet submitted their declaration interest forms, to do so on or before Friday the 18th September 2009.

(b) The Hon. Speaker tabled the following PSC Report:

(i) Fact Sheet: Monitoring Compliance with the Requirements of the Financial Disclosure Framework for the 2007/08 Financial Year.

(ii) Audit of Selection Processes in Selected Departments.

(iii) Report on Grievance Trends in the Public Service for the periods 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007 and 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2008

The above PSC Reports were referred to the relevant committees

(c)  Hon. Speaker to table the Reviewal of Portfolio and Standing Committees             
 for Members information
(d) Hon. Speaker to table Public Protector’s Report No. 21 of 2009/10, the    
                  The report stands referred the relevant committee
(e) Hon. MEC Kegakilwe to table the Annual Performance Report for 07/08       financial year as required by section 47 of Municipal Systems Act.

      The above report stands referred to the relevant committee.

(f) Hon. MEC Mabe to table the Consolidated Statements on the Performance of Municipalities in the province for the year ending 31 March 2009.

      The above report stands referred to the relevant committee.

8
PROCEEDINGS ON BILLS 
Introduction and first Reading: North West Youth Commission Repeal Bill, 2009

The Premier tabled the above bill and the House agreed with its first reading.
This bill stands referred to the relevant committee.
9.
CLOSURE

Hon Speaker adjourned the House at 12:35 until further notice.
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