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[No.09-2009] First Session, Fourth Legislature. 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

LEGISLATURE OF THE

NORTH WEST PROVINCE
MINUTES
FRIDAY, 10 JULY 2009
09H00

1.
PRAYER/ MEDITATION
The Presiding Officer, Hon Elisha, presided and asked the House to observe a moment of silence for prayer or meditation.

2.
MINUTES OF THE 09th JULY 2009
The Presiding Officer tabled the minutes of the previous sitting held on the 09th July 2009 for corrections and adoption by Members.
The House adopted the minutes as a true record of the proceedings of the previous sitting.

3.
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE: HON. HATTINGH 
Hon. Hattingh raised the debate about the Premier’s and MEC for Local Government and Traditional Affairs interventions on some of the municipalities within the Province. He further indicated to the House that there was a task team appointed by the Minister of Cooperate Governance and Traditional Affairs, which then revealed the serious challenges experienced in almost all municipalities in the province like, lack of service delivery, corruption and fraud, etc. Hon. Hattingh mentioned that the Minister in his letter threatened the Premier that he will invoke Section 100(1) a and b if the North West Government does not act appropriately with the findings of the task team. 

He also mentioned that the Premier made an announcement on the media conference that there will be a Section 139 (1) b intervention into Ngaka Modiri Molema District Municipality and Section 106 of Municipal System Act interventions into other four municipalities.   
Hon. Hattingh then raised his concerned that the Premier announced the interventions to different Municipalities and such pronouncements were never tabled in the House as required by legislation that such pronouncement must be tabled in the legislature within 14 days.

The Presiding Officer indicated to the House that he was not in possession of the speakers’ list for the above debated therefore Members who wishes to debate should indicate by raising their hands.

Hon. Moepeng informed the House that their understanding as ANC is that the three spheres of governments should works together and therefore as the legislature we should able to we should able to prove that a number of attempts were made to assist those municipalities before invoking section 139 of the supreme law. He further urged the House to advice the Premier Modiselle and MEC Kegakilwe to withdraw the intervention by section 139 of the Constitution and follow proper procedures in ensuring that municipalities are assisted. 

Hon. Moepeng also agreed with Hon. Hattingh that the Premier may have been threatened by the Minister, to invoke section 100 of the Constitution. He indicated to the House that the Minister does not have powers according to the Constitution of the Republic to invoke section 100 of the Constitution only the President can do that after consultation with the cabinet. 

Hon. Mfundisi firstly welcomed the decision to intervene in all municipalities as the correct and relevant. Secondly he indicated that the there is no substantive arguments from the ANC to stop the process as it were. He again mentioned that they stand by the decision made and those municipalities should be kept in the ICU in which they have been placed until they are lectured back to good health.
The Presiding officer asked the MEC Kegakilwe to respond.

MEC Kegakilwe outlined the procedure by saying once the EXCO has decided on an intervention the decision gets implemented and they send a notice to the Provincial Legislature through the Speaker of the legislature. The procedure then allows the Speaker to table the notice in the House and the House takes a decision with regard to the notice. He also clarified on the question of 14 days that it starts counting on the day in which municipalities were served with the letter as it is an official intervention.   
Hon. Hattingh responded in closing by saying that he supports the intervention and the proper procedure should also be followed in executing the constitutional mandated. He also indicated that the Premier did not participated in the debate as it is her responsibility, her domain and he expressed words of encouragement to the Premier as he claimed he read a joint statement by SASCO and COSAS insulting the Premier like no Premier in this country has ever insulted in the public forum like that.   
4.
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS.

Hon. Makume tabled the report of the Portfolio Committee on Public          Works, Roads and Transport on the scrutiny of the annual performance plan   and the budget of Vote 11.

Hon. Makume on behalf of Hon. Pelele tabled the report of the Portfolio Committee on Public Safety and Provincial Affairs on the scrutiny of the annual performance plan and the budget of Vote 05.
5.
PROCEEDINGS ON BILLS: 
5.1 Second Reading of:
The North West Appropriation Bill, 2009.

(i) MEC Mahlakeng delivered the budget speech for the department of Public Works, Roads and Transport. 

Hon. Makume presented the report of the Portfolio Committee of Public Works, Road and Transport on the scrutiny of the annual performance plan and the budget of Vote 11.

The following Members participated in the debate:



Hon. Motswenyane

{ 5min }


Hon. Mfundisi


{ 4min }



Hon. Sebego


{17min}

MEC Mahlakeng responded in conclusion and the House adopted the budget of Vote 11 per programme.

(ii) MEC Yawa delivered the budget speech for the department of Public Safety. 

Hon. Makume on behalf of Hon. Pelele presented the report of the Portfolio Committee of Public Safety and Provincial Affairs on the scrutiny of the annual performance plan and the budget of Vote 05.

The following Members participated in the debate:

Hon. Hattingh 


{ 5min }

Hon. Mfundisi


{ 4min }

Hon. Mothupi


{17min} 

Hon. Yawa responded to the debate and the House adopted budget for two programmes and excluded Traffic Management Programme as it is already budgeted for by the Departments of Public Works, Roads and Transport. 
(iii)
MEC Mabe indicated to the House that she was not informed that she should present the contingency reserve (vote 14) therefore it will be deferred to the next sitting.

The House could not proceed to the Third Reading of the Bill as a result of failure to present the contingency reserve. 
5.
CLOSURE

The Presiding Officer adjourned the House at 13:00 until further notice.
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